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Influence of Experiences of Witnessing Tobacco Advertising and
Preferences of Tobacco Companies’ Social Responsibility on Current and
Future Smoking Intentions in Adolescents
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Purpose: To evaluate the influence of experiences of witnessing tobacco advertising and preferences of tobacco
companies' social responsibility (CSR) on current and future smoking intentions in adolescents. Methods: Data
were collected from 700 adolescents living in Korea representing 7 metropolitan cities and 8 provinces in the meth-
od of proportional random sampling. The Gallup's data collection system was adopted using 1:1 face to face
interviews. The witness of tobacco advertising was determined by 'yes', or 'no’ responses to three survey items
and to four survey items for preferences of tobacco CSR. For statistical analysis, x” test, Fisher's exact test and
logistic regression were used. Results: 98.4% of the adolescents had experiences of witnessing tobacco
advertising. POP (OR=103.44, 95% CI: 8.22~1301.45) and magazine advertisement (OR=6.07, 95% CI: 1.34~
22.58) had a significant effect on their current smoking. Also, POP (3=.24, p<.001) and movie advertisement (3
=.42, p<.001) had a significant effect on their future smoking intentions. As for the preferences of tobacco CSR,
cultural-art support activities (3=.15, p=.025) and environmental purifying campaigns (3=-.15, p=.034) had a sig-
nificant effect on their future smoking intentions. Conclusion: Witness of tobacco advertising and positive re-
sponses to tobacco CSR are associated with current and future smoking intentions in adolescents.
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Table 1. General Characteristics and Smoking Rate (N=700)
Not smoking Smoking Total 5
Characteristics Categories x (P
n (%) n (%) n (%)

Gender Male 296 (80.9) 70 (19.1) 306 (100) 28.41
Female 315 (94.3) 19 (5.7) 334 (100) (<.001)

School Middle 317 (90.6) 33 (9.4 350 (100) 30.93
High (academic) 242 (88.0) 31 (11.4) 273 (100) (<.001)
High (vocational) 52 (67.5) 25(32.5) 77 (100)

Residental area Metropolitan 278(82.2) 60 (17.8) 338 (100) 14.94
Small, medium size 333 (92.0) 29 (8.0) 362 (100) (<.001)

Total Total 611 (87.3) 89 (12.7) 700 (100)

Table 2. Experience of Witnessing Tobacco Advertisements and Preferences of Tobacco Companies' Social Responsibility by

General Characteristics (N=700)
TA Preference of CSR
Total
Characteristics Yes No . Negative Moderate Positive .
x"(p) X" (p)
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
Gender
Male 366 (100.0) 339 (98.1) 7(1.9) 0.58 24 (6.6) 87(23.8) 255(69.7)  6.27
Female 334(100.0) 330 (98.8) 4(1.2) (550" 40 (12,0) 78(23.4) 216 (64.7) (.043)
School
Middle 350 (100.0) 340 (97.1) 10 (2.9) 7.48 31 (8.9) 102(29.1) 217 (62.0) 12,19
High 350 (100.0) 349 (99.6) 103 o’ 28 (9.4) 43(18.0) 202 (72.6)  (.002)
Residental area
Metropolitan 338(100.0)  332(98.2) 6(1.8) 0.18 30 (8.9) 78(23.1) 230(68.1)  0.18
Small, medium sized 362 (100.0) 357 (98.6) 5.4 (766)" 34 (9.4) 87 (24,0) 241 (66.6)  (.916)
Smoking
Yes 89 (100.0) 89 (100.0) 0(0.0) 1.63 5(5.6) 23(25.9) 61(68.5) 1.63
No 611(100.0)  600(98.2) 11(1.8) (37607  59(0.7) 142(23.2) 410(67.1) (.442)
Exposures of TA
Yes 60 (8.7)  162(23.5) 467(67.8) 10.71
No 4(30.4) 3(27.3) 4(36.49) (.012)
Total 700 (100.0) 689 (98.4) 11 (1.6) 64 (9.1) 165 (23.6) 471 (67.3)

TA=tobacco advertisements; CSR=companies' social responsibility.

" Fisher's exact test.
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